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QUARTERLY HIGHLIGHTS

Community Awareness In Action for Youth bilities that include leading community activitiederi-
Alta Gardens Apartment's Community Awarenasd work and reporting the women are gaining thissk
Group, led by Social Service Coordinator, Patri€ieew and experience necessary to eventually work foarrg
of UJIMA, is no stranger to the power of communimations off site. In addition, they are becomingedlent
involvement. Residents expressed a strong corfoermodels for UJIMA's volunteer to work initiative, veh
the safety of children who were forced to catchirthems to train and transition unemployed, voluntegri
school bus daily at a busy traffic light. Chewpsal to residents to secure full or part time employmerd an
lead efforts to move the bus stop to a safer, raoces- achieve economic stability.

sible location by partnering with parents and apartt

management. Through meetings with school officidls)IMA Community at HUD Level 2 Status

letters and signatures from parents, the stop wagedh Gulf Coast Arms has been approved for the firgesta

inside the apartment complex in September. qualify for technical assistance, advancing thetereto
a Neighborhood Network Center Level 2 status. €oor

dinator LaToya Shields developed and submitteds& bu
: : : : ess plan report to HUD, which was endorsed by Hous
ning First Place in the Northeast Houston region Bn's HUD coordinator, Mary Byrd late October.

National Night Out participgtion and events. AUGBStS el s has plans to move the Vince Salvagio Commu-
Tyler Jackson partnered with Houston Police Depﬂgg/ Center to a model 3 status

ment, Houston Fire Department, City of Houston an
Councilman Jarvis Johnson's office for the commymitCoordinator Awarded at HUD Conference

events. Over 350 residents participated in the com@ocial Service Coordinator Tyler Jackson was recog-
nity celebration. nized November 7 at the HUD Social Service Coordina
Volunteer to Work tor Conference for his leadership in developingesgist

: . Heights into a Level 2 Neighborhood Networks Center
;reesriglggtgh;rrgpnsgx fi Tldtiﬁze{xls\./rvp\es(t\’/;ﬁ;tteegeitI';?S'gﬂfckson has completed 7 of the 9 stages towardngovi
X the Yvette W. Scales Learning Center to a Model 3

vice To America) for their community. With respéns
status.

Stepping Out and Standing Out
Settegast Heights received the Mayors Banner for

Friends of UJIMA

January 2008, UJIMA will begin launching the Friends of UJIMA Individual Giving Campaign, centered on 9
dynamic initiatives. Visit www.ujimainc.org, for details. More Exciting News, Events and Updates to Come!

From sing-alongs tonight stay at Carolina Creek Christian Camp. Biatri
campfires, UJIMA’s Chew, volunteer counselor and a member of UJIMA,sta
2007 Overcoming Obstataught the children a fireside spiritual. “Theyedd it and
cles Challenge Campsang it for the entire two days,” Chew said. App#sethe
held November 2-3, wagyouth were not the only ones with the song bugsta#f
an authentic overnightould be heard humming it during work at UJIMA'Sicés
camping adventure. Théehe following Monday.
event challenged and Saturday, boys and girls participated separately i
equipped 21 youth tdow ropes courses. Guided by Carolina Creek stufiup
explore their strengthbstacle course challenges like the zip line, pamppke and
David Powells, Settegast Heights | and discover what it T rock wall provided tangi-
resident, mastersthe pamper pole! | aans  to  overcomelfa 3 =B ble experiences of charac-
obstacles. £ M| ter building, teamwork,
While the event was made a success through thesesk/ | integrity and self-esteem
UJIMA staff and volunteers, the entire UJIMA teasnaip- building. Tarsha Marcel-
plauding the more than 40 individuals who sponsgadh lus, UJIMA administrator
or a portion of the program. As a result, eadtigpant and volunteer staff, said,
was able to experience the program at no cost. “They learned how to
Friday, November 2, seven volunteers travel overcome challenges in
with the boys and girls to Huntsville, Texas foeithover- (Continued on page 2)

CLIMBING NEW HEIGHTS FOR HOUSTON'S YOUTH

Taneshia Carlton of Gulf Coast
Arms gears up.




/

Aoy o

110,

/ /4

:
G

o ooy

A
gttt 4

b cpoureyo

71

(LA

\\%Q 0\\6 G‘Ewe o

A Quarterly Journal of UJIMA, Inc. Initiatives

OVERCOMING OBSTACLES

(Continued from page 1) come,” said Chew.

their lives. They did things they had Over-
idea they could do.” Chew, a coordin coming Obsta-
tor for Alta Gardens Apartments, dd _ &l cles 2008 will

aim to offer a
488 longer stay at
g the camp for
more  youth

scribed the personal triumph of one
the youth from her site. “My participan
who has a few medical issues was ablg
o climb the zip line platform and sta ;
up the pamper pole. Although not com-Teen Volunteer Ebony and involve
| pleting either activity, she went at it with Smith, preparestozip! | more partner-
4 such enthusiasm and confidence and was ships  with
quite satisfied with herself over the ouindividuals and organizations.

Overcoml ng Obstacl% Challenge Camp2007
participants, staff and volunteers.

COMMUNITY SPOTLIGHT

The Vince Salvagio Learn
ing Center at Gulf Coast Arms ha
seen an influx of bodies moving
hands doing and mouths spreadi
the word about UJIMA programs
LaToya Shields’, the site's UJIMA
Social Service Coordinator, commi
ment to bringing UJIMA's mission tq
life has brought many wonderf
programs, events and services to f._
Gulf Coast Arms Apartment commu-
nity. But for Shields, "It's a mindse|
thing." She attributes the center's
increased resident participation, cess has spread to the classroom ABDULTS FIND SUCCESS
trend not seen at the onset of herspecial group of students who had Youth at Gulf Coast Arms
service, in part, to a simple changiragademic and behavioral problemase not the only group seeing posi-
of minds. prior to Fall 2007 and were initiallgive change among their peers. For

resistant to even stepping foot in titlee community's adults, Shields has
YOUTH ON THE MOVE community center. In full contrasintroduced a number of programs

Youth at Gulf Coast Armghis school year, they are in thbat inspire, equip and mobilize. The
(GCA). have enjoyed programs likeearning center consistently, hawemputer technology class, held
the After School Enrichment (ASE3een an improvement in their gradesijice per week, is one of the many
program and are excited about nemoving from F students to C and 8dult initiatives at GCA. The course
initiatives, including the Girls Emstudents, and have not had any be-taught by the community's Ameri-
powerment Production (GEP). Pattavioral reports sent home. corp VISTA (Volunteers In Service
nerships with Junior Achievement, The Girls EmpowermeniTo America) volunteer and has taken
Boy Scouts, Houston Center for PhBroduction, designed by Shields, rissidents who were unable to turn on
tography, Houston Food Bank armhe of Gulf Coast Arms' newer inia computer and transformed them to
Washington Mutual Bank havéatives for youth. This progranindividuals who are knowledgeable
added great weekly and monthBntails educational activities, fieldf basic word processing and internet
events to Shields' ASE prograntrips, monthly etiquette training, setiavigation. Within three weeks of
ming. ASE engages children ages é&steem and character building foeginning the course, one resident
13 with programs including tutorialgjirls ages 9-14. "The goal of thiwas able to browse the internet for
photography lessons and excursiogspup,” Shields describes, "is to crg@bs, fill out an application and is
arts and crafts, nutritional classeste a young lady who will have theow employed at a local daycare.

lives of those close to her (family
and peers), and to make change in
her community." Part of the girls'
requirements for membership is a
minimum of five hours of commu-
nity service per month and character/
| career building assignments as
homework. "They think positively
and they are confident about getting
to where they want to go. We ini-
tially started out with five and now
we are at 18 girls,” says Shields.

The Beauty"of ommunity
Residents Marquez Carroll (r) and Ashley
Beatty (I) at a Gulf Coast Arms Event.

the School Savings Program amdithority, ability and competence to During the month of Sep-
computer fun. make wise decisions and to impléember alone, an additional five resi-
UJIMA's programming suciment change in her own life, the (Continued on page 3)




(W‘)’Q 0\\6 Q‘Ewe o

A Quarterly Journal of UJIMA, Inc. Initiatives

(Continued from page 2) employers who don't have an isstgal and mental health. There is nd
dents have also secured employmeiding second chances to people.” doubt in Shields' mind that more&
through Shields' Workforce Devel- Adult residents in the com
opment and Resume Assisting Pnmunity are also gaining financia
gram. In partnership freedom and inde-
with AGM, a job train- pendence throug

ing/placement com: ) Washington Mutual's : ‘
pany, and the Work- Within three 8-week long Road to ’ .
source, UJIMA at Gul weeks...one Financial Literacy y

Coast Arms has Pr¢- resident was able Progrfam. Each wee d
duced job preparatich participants are in-
and readiness worl - to browse_the formed about finan-
shops.  Shields wes internet for jobs...  cjal pitfalls and dan-
excited that Antoinett: and is now ger zones, and are
Marmon, owner o0 employed at a taught the steps to
AGM, has helped on: local daycare building a bright fi- great things are to come for UJIMA
resident who has 2 nancial future. at Gulf Coast Arms, as she projects
criminal history find The time aheadThe future is bright. | see it."
employment. "She uses will bring promise for

the Strengths Perspective Modekgsidents, not only with their finan-

says Shield, "and she works wiitial health, but their physical, spiri-
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»
Johnnie Beatty (r), Treshea Walker (1) prac;
tice dining etiquette while out with the Girlg
Empowerment Production.
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Seeking A Beautiful Change
RESIDENT SPOTI IGHT
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| A hopeful But today a different Johnnie Beatty is serving taanily,
Johnnie Beatty hasher community and herself through UJIMA programs.
% | dedicated much of Her entire family participates in the many sersice
| her time to continu-and events developed for residents. Though shdarbgu
| ing the success ofttends the women's program, her joy has beenngglpi
UJIMA programs atwith children's programs, including the Girls Empow
Gulf Coast Armsment Production (GEP) and After School Enrichment.
Apartments.  The"Since I've been helping Ms. LaToya, the kids rod aee
37-year-old motherme and they give me a hug," Beatty said, "And élde
of three is nowgood. | always wanted to volunteer and work wittiskand
filled with promise now | do."

\

and expectancy Her connection to the social services has impacts
: where months agdier tremendously. "I don't have to stay in the keoexgery-
Stitches Of Hope there was none. day," Beatty said about her growing service commitm
Johnnie Beatty sews buttons with GEP Beatty con-and participation with UJIMA at Gulf Coast Arms,t "l

nected with changed me a whole lot." Shields has recently laesist-
UJIMA in 2006 through LaToya Shields', her aparttnémg Beatty, who currently lives with her mother thvinov-
community's social service coordinator. "She metwhen ing into her own apartment, and hopes to have Bdutt
| was pregnant,” Beatty said, "She was passingoapers come a VISTA for the community. As a VISTA, Beatt
and | met her." At the time, Beatty was pregnaith Wwer will gain the experience needed to expand her resacid
third child and not receiving adequate health c&hields, to her talents and skills, secure employment, dtithately
who describes Beatty's condition as "unhealthyVegie create a life of economic stability for herself dachily.
resident direction and connected her with the nessu Each day, Beatty is moving closer to her goal @
needed to have a healthy pregnancy and delivefiputid working in early childhood at a daycare or elemgnta
a good doctor and | kept going until | had my baBgatty school. With the ongoing work of LaToya Shields,ovh
said. Recently celebrating her daughter's 1st drgth Beatty dotes on as "a sweet and great persontemsi at
Beatty notes that without Shields' interventionr pbeeg- Gulf Coast Arms, including Beatty, will continue tlis-
nancy would have been a much more difficult journey cover the great things that are waiting for thers for
Yet Beatty has experienced a new life beyond Beatty, she is holding tight to the beautiful chatigat has
birth of her daughter. "She wasn't hopeful," Stdebaid, occurred in her life, saying "Before | didn't hadeeams,
"Where she was, she thought that was all she doeld but | have them now."
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A L OOK AHEAD
WINTER QUARTER

JANUARY
1623 Mini Fairs: Health/Economies at all UJIMA Apartment (Communities
29 (Children’s Defense Fund Financial Literacy Conference at the United Way Community Resource (enter
MARCH
11 Friends of UJIMA Site Visits begin at all UJIMA Apartment (ommunities
15 UJIMA Fitness Challenge begins with a communily-wide rally at Settegast Heights

SPRING QUARTER

ArriL
4 Tools to Touch Lives 2008: Care For the (aregiver (onierence al the United Way Communily
Resource Center
22 Friends of UJIMA Dinner Parties begin

May
Friends of UJIMA Site Visits/Dinner Parties Continue

Supporters, Partners, Volunteers and Donars...
Stay connected at www.ujimainc.org for updates on UJIMA apartment site events, UJIMA organization events and service opportunities.
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